Miller Williams

Could Be

we’d be better to our kind

and even find

some way we might continue to exist

if we were on the endangered species list.

A Note to the Alien on Earth

Here, in the interest of time, some words to work with,

assuming you’re pretending to be a man

or woman and understand English.  If this should find you,

know that I’m glad to help any way I can.

A letter beginning “Dear Friend” is not from a friend.

A “free gift” is redundant and not free.

A teenager is sex with skin around it.

The one word used as much as “I” is “me”.

People who are politically correct

which means never offending by what they say,

will lie about other things, too.  Be careful with them.

And people insulting groups of people may

look in the mirror too much or not enough.

What you say is not what anyone hears.

Be wary of one who is always or never sad.

And try to be patient with us.  It looks bad,

but we’ve only had a few hundred thousand years.

Sitting in a Bar After a Poetry Reading

(The Turn of a Century

Today may be as good a day as any

to come to terms with what we know is true.

There may be some who have.  There may be many.

None of them can tell us what to do.

You sit at the center of nothing.  Squint as you will,

you’ll never talk your way out of this.

You could just keep your mouth shut.  Still,

silence has an eloquence.  You may miss

the point of what I’m trying to say here.

But that’s the point.  To put it all together

you have to take it apart.  If I appear(
what do I want to say?(as if another 

intelligence has made its home in my head,

it doesn’t matter.  Whoever has control

will say whatever serves by being said.  

The sum of the parts is greater than the whole

when what we’re talking about is literature(
poetry in particular(and how extremely

important it seems to be when it’s obscure.

Although to say it seems somewhat unseemly

it’s hard to do something hard and make it look easy,

which may be why it’s done by very few.

The famous poet today, adroit as you please, he

made look hard what any drunk can do(
conceal a meaning in sound.  But I’m afraid

I’ve thrown my one chance to make it away.

I wanted to show you how a poem is made,

but you may have understood what I meant to say.

